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FOREWORD

Soils sustain life, as soils are formed over geological time periods; 

they are non-securable natural resources pivotal to agriculture soil 
science, the discipline pertaining to understanding and managing 
soils, is thus amongst-fundamental agricultural sciences.

Soil scientists of the country established the Soil Science Society of 
Pakistan in 1958, with headquarters in Dhaka, then East Pakistan, and 
Professor Dr. Usman Ghani as Founder President.

The society was reactivated in 1984 with headquarters in Faisalabad, 
which was later shifted to Islamabad. Despite overall non-conducive 
scientific environment in the country, the Society's role in professional 
and agricultural development has been remarkable, and thus, I 
commend my seniors.

Over the time period, society's By-Laws required improvement, and 
thus were modified occasionally. The last and major, amendment and 
updation were approved at the General Body meeting in Sept 2005 at 
Faisalabad. The salient changes included more elaborate provisions 
for conducting between of the Executive Council and institution of 
Fellowships aiming at peer-recognition of Society Members having 
made outstanding professional contributions. Believing that these 
modifications will help in furthering the cause of soil science and 
agricultural development, I am appropriate of the Society's 
Membership for all out support in amending the By-Laws.

I am glad that this publication documenting the updated By-Laws 
will be a handy source of information for society's membership 
and other concerned.

Dr. Abdul Rashid
January 31, 2005           President

            Soil Science Society of Pakistan

2005-06 



FOREWORD

(to By-Laws Published in 1992)

Since the dawn of mankind's presence on the earth, many successful 

civilizations developed. Some lasted for thousands of years. In every 
case, their continued existence depended on proper management of 
the soils available, to yield the food supplies which enabled them to 
flourish. This is still true today: “survival depends on the soil”. Soil 
science is the basic discipline of agriculture, through the study of 
which, mankind is enabled to extract ever more food and other 
produce to support the world's growing population and to continue to 
do so in the future. Soil science today includes many disciplines, 
ranging from soil classification, fertility, physics, mineralogy and 
microbiology to soil conversation and management, environmental 
enhancement and soil mechanics.

The soil scientist of Pakistan established a professional body: the Soil 
Science Society of Pakistan in 1958 with headquarters at Dhaka, then 
East Pakistan. After 1971, the headquarters were moved to the 
University of Agriculture, Faisalabad. The Society has been very 
active since 1984.

The Society is essentially s forum for soil scientists to discuss 
problems, latest findings and set out priorities for further 
developments. Sub-committees can be set to investigate specific 
areas/issue to provide guidance to the nation. 

Major activities of the Society are to arrange a National Congress once 
in two years and publish a quarterly “Soil Science Journal of Pakistan”. 
Other activities are under development. The Society provides a 
common platform to soil scientists.

The present publication gives the By-Laws of the Soil Science Society 
of Pakistan and a list of members.

The support of FAO/NFDC for printing the By-Laws and members list 
is thankfully acknowledged.

M. Tahir Saleem
May 1992               President

        Soil Science Society of Pakistan
           1991-92 



BYLAWS
SOIL SCIENCE SOCIETY OF PAKISTAN

Article 1: Name and Secretariat

1.1. The name of the Society shall be Soil Science Society of 
Pakistan (SSSP).

1.2. Headquarters/Secretariat of the Society shall be located at 
National Agricultural Research Center, Islamabad.

Article 2: Aims and Objectives

The Soil Science Society of Pakistan is a scientific society, and 
objectives of the Society are to:

(i) Promote soil science research and its application;

(ii) Create facilities and provide platform for close cooperation 
among the scientists working in Soil Science and applied 
disciplines; and

(iii) Foster publication of Soil Science Journal and Newsletter, 
etc. 

Article 3: Membership

3.1. Those seeking membership shall apply to General Secretary 
of the Society on the prescribed Proforma along with 
admission fee and annual membership fee. Executive 
Council of the Society shall confirm the membership of the 
applicant in its next meeting provided all the formalities are 
complete. Membership of the Society shall be in four 
categories:

(i) Members (ii) Honorary Members 

(iii) Patron Members (iv) Student Members.

3.2. Members 

Persons holding degree in Soil Science/Agri. 
Chemistry/Agronomy, but not enrolled as students in any 
university or college except those who had been engaged in 
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Soil Science profession prior to their becoming active 
students, OR persons holding degree in Science and 
actively engaged in Soil Science profession, shall be 
eligible to become Members of the Society.

3.3. Life Members 

A Member can become Life Member on payment of 
stipulated subscription, provided he/she has been Member 
of the Society at least for a period of five (5) years 
continuously.

3.4. Honorary Members Honorary Membership is the 
highest honor bestowed by the Society. A person who has 
been a Member of the Society at least for ten (10) years 
continuously may be conferred Honorary Membership of 
the Society in recognition of his/her long and distinguished 
career in Soil Science profession. Executive Council, 
through a constituted Awards Committee, will identify 
prospective candidates for Honorary Membership. 
Executive Council will accord approval of Honorary 
Membership. Honorary Members shall be exempted from 
payment of dues and shall enjoy all the privileges of 
Members. The total number of Honorary Members shall be 
limited to ten (10) at any time and not more than two (2) 
shall be honored during twoyear tenure of an Executive 
Council. New Honorary Members will be installed at 
biennial Congress of Soil Science or General Body 
Meeting by conferring a certificate and a plaque.

3.5. Patron Members

Institutions/Organizations engaged ion research, 
development, manufacturing or making of agricultural and 
related products and Banks may be requested, by the 
Executive Council, to become Patron Members of the 
Society. Patron Members are entitled to all privileges as 
Members. Each Patron Member/ organization will 
nominate a representative to the Society.     

2

Soil Science Society of Pakistan                                            By-Laws



3.6. Student Members 

Postgraduate students registered in Soil Science/Agri. 
Chemistry/Agronomy Department of Agricultural 
Universities/Colleges shall be eligible for Student 
Membership of the Society. Students seeking membership 
shall get their eligibility verified by Chairman of the 
concerned Department.

Article 4: Subscription

4.1. A Member shall pay admission fee and annual subscription at 
the time of applying for membership. Subsequent annual 
subscriptions shall be paid within first quarter of each 
calendar year. Any Member not paying in first quarter shall 
pay annual fee alongwith a late fee determined by the 
Executive Council.

4.2. Patron Membership Fee shall be payable only once.

4.3.  Student Members' admission fee and annual subscription 
shall be 50% of the prevalent rates for Members.

4.4. Any Member can become Life Member of the Society by 
paying ten (10) annual subscriptions in lump-sum, provided 
he/she has been Member of the Society at least for a period of 
five (5) years, continuously.

4.5. Any Member who does not pay annual subscription within 
the due time shall lose all rights and privileges till such time 
that he/she pays all arrears due to him/her. 

4.6. Executive Council will determine fee structure of all 
Membership categories. 

Article 5: Privileges of Members

5.1. A Member of the Society shall be entitled to:

(i) Vote at all General Body and extraordinary meetings;

(ii) Become member of the Executive Council, provided he/she is 
an uninterrupted Member in good standing for the last five (5) 
years, except for Student Councilor;
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   (iii) Propose/second resolutions;

(iv) Present papers at Congress of Soil Science; 

(v) Receive publications of the Society, free of cost, and 
Publish in the Society journal.

5.2. Student Members shall enjoy all the privileges of Members 
but shall have no right to vote, except for the election of 
Student Councilor.

Article 6: Executive Council

6.1. Affairs of the Society shall be managed by an Executive 
Council, consisting of the following officers and 
Councilors to be elected from amongst the Members:

6.1.1.President: He shall preside over all meetings of the 
Society and the Executive Council and shall regulate the 
proceedings therein. He shall, in case of equality of votes, 
have a double or a casting vote.

6.1.2.Vice-Presidents: One from each province of Pakistan and 
one from Azad Jammu & Kashmir provided Membership 
from AJK is at least ten (10). All shall assist the President 
in conduct of affairs of the Society. In its first meeting, 
Executive Council will decide the order of seniority of 
Vice Presidents to perform the duties of President in 
his/her absence.

6.1.3.General Secretary: He/she shall be exercise general 
supervision on the interest of the Society and shall be 
responsible to the President and the Executive Council 
for proper conduct of affairs of the Society. He/she shall 
record and present minutes of all meetings and shall 
maintain an up to date list of Members with their latest 
addresses.

6.1.4.Joint Secretary: He shall assist the General Secretary in 
conduct of affairs of the Society and shall act as General 
Secretary in his absence.
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6.1.5.Treasurer: He/she shall be responsible for receiving 
subscription and other dues, payable to the Society, and 
for the disbursement of all money payable by the Society. 
He shall submit financial and audit reports to the General 
Body at the annual meetings. He will submit the reports 
on the accounts of Society to the Executive Council as 
and when required by the Council.

6.1.6.Councilors: In addition to the office bearers, there will be 
EIGHT (8) Councilors, at least one from each province, 
one from AJK and one from Student Members. 

6.1.7.Immediate PastPresident and Editor-in-Chief of PJSS 
shall be ex-officio members of Executive Council.

6.2. Quorum: quorum for the meeting of the Executive Council 
shall be six (6).

Article 7: Meetings

7.1.The General Body, consisting of Members of the Society, 
shall hold meetings of the following categories:

7.1.1. Annual General Body Meetings.

7.1.2. Extraordinary General Body Meetings.

7.2. Annual General Body Meeting shall be called the General 
Secretary once a year. It shall transact the following 
business:

7.2.1. Presentation of General Secretary's annual report and its 
adoption.

7.2.2. Treasurer's report including statements of audited 
accounts of receipts and expenditure of the current year 
and budget proposals for the coming year.

7.2.3. Any other matter(s) relevant to affairs of the Society.

7.3. Extra-ordinary General Body Meeting can be called by the 
President in order to transact any special business, provided:
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7.3.1.He/she deems necessary in the interest of affairs of 
the Society.

7.3.2.On written request of thirty (30) or onefifth of the total 
Members, which ever is more. It will be obligatory on 
the President to call such a meeting within one month 
of receipt of the request.

7.4. In case the required Extraordinary General Body Meeting 
is not convened by President, it will be assumed that 
President has lost confidence of the Members and his/her 
office will be considered vacant.

7.5. Conduct of Meetings

7.5.1. Annual General Body Meeting shall be convened on 
one month written notice to all the Members, giving 
agenda, date, time and place of the meeting.

7.5.2. Onefifth of total Members shall constitute the quorum.

7.5.3.Extraordinary General Body Meeting shall be convened 
on written notice of 15 days, giving date, time and 
place.

7.5.4. No other business except that given in the agenda will 
be transacted at an Extraordinary General Body 
Meeting.

7.5.5. Quorum for the Extra Ordinary General Body Meeting 
will be the same as for Annual General Body Meeting.

7.5.6. In case of lack of quorum, after half an hour of the 
scheduled time, the Annual General Body Meeting 
shall stand adjourned to meet again at any other date, 
time and place which will be notified to all Members. 
No quorum will be necessary for the reconvened 
Meeting.
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7.5.7. In case of Extraordinary General Body Meeting, it shall 
stand dissolved in the absence of the requisite quorum.

7.5.8. In exceptional cases, to economize expenses and to 
save time, opinion of Members as General Body will be 
sought through mail. The quorum in this situation will 
be one-fourth of the total Members. However, this 
clause will not be applicable to matters related to By-
laws amendments.

Article 8: Funds

8.1. Financial accounts of the Society shall be subject to 
examination by an Auditor appointed by the Executive 
Council.

8.2. All money received shall be regularly deposited into a 
recognized Bank by the Treasurer. Expenditure incurred in 
conduct of business the Society shall be got approved from 
the Executive Council. In anticipation of approval of the 
Executive Council, the President may sanction 
expenditure. 

8.3. Money will be drawn from the Bank under the signatures of 
Treasurer and Secretary/ President.

8.4. Executive Council shall be empowered to raise and receive 
donations and bequests.

Article 9: Holding of Elections

9.1 Tenure of the office bearers and members of the Executive 
Council shall be two years, beginning from Ist January 
and ending on 31st December of the following year, 
except for Student Councilor, whose term will be one 
year. If due to some reasons, such as vote of no 
confidence, elections have to be held before the expiry of 
term of office bearer(s)/members(s) of the Council, the 
newly elected Executive Council will continue for 
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the period of tenure left by the dissolved Executive 
Council as well as the next full tenure of two years.

9.2. Election process shall be initiated at least four (4) months 
before the expiry of each tenure. After election, all office 
bearers and members of the Council shall be deemed to 
have ceased holding office on 31st December of their 
second year. The new elected office bearers shall assume 
office on the following day, i.e., 1st of January.

9.3. An Election Committee will be constituted by the 
Executive Council latest by 31 August of 2nd year of each 
tenure. It will comprise of at least three Members from 
amongst Members of the Society. The Election Committee 
will be an independent body, not answerable to Executive 
Council. In case of violation of any Society Bylaw or 
election rule, Election Committee will be accountable to 
the General Body. The election shall be completed within 
45 days and results announced one month before expiry of 
the tenure of Executive Council. 

9.4. All proposals for nomination to contest for an 
office/member of the Council shall be initiated by a 
Member and duly seconded another Member, in writing.

9.5. Only a Member with at least five (5) years' uninterrupted 
Membership is eligible to be candidate for any office in the 
Executive Council, except for Student Councilor.

9.6. Student Councilor will be proposed and elected by Student 
Members only. 

9.7. Election will be held through secret ballot. Ballots will be 
mailed to each voter by registered mail by the Election 
Committee.

9.8. A candidate shall be declared to have been elected by a 
simple majority vote.
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9.9. Any vacancy which may remain unfilled during election or 
may occur subsequently in the Council shall be filled by the 
Executive Council. But Members having lost in the Election 
can not be nominated. 

9.10. A person shall not be eligible to contest or be elected for the 
same office for more than two consecutive terms.

9.11. No Member against whom any dues or assets of the Society are 
outstanding shall qualify to become a candidate for any office 
of the Society.

9.12. Any Member who may harm interest of the Society in any 
form by his deliberate actions and activities will not qualify to 
become candidate for any office in the Society, provided 
his/her harmful action had been notified by the Executive 
Council before the announcement of election schedule. In 
serious cases membership of such a person will be suspended 
by the Executive Council for a specific period of time to allow 
him/her to improve his/her behavior. In extremely serious 
cases, the membership may be cancelled for ever by the two-
third majority of General Body. Reasons of imposition of the 
penalty shall be recorded in writing. To avoid unnecessary 
work and expenditure, no Member will be allowed to contest 
for more than one office of the Society at the same time. In case 
of more than one nomination of a Member and no withdrawal 
from multiple nominations upto the specified date, the 
Election Committee will have discretionary power to allow 
the candidate to contest for any one specific office. 

Article 10: Vote of No Confidence

10.1. To include proposal of vote of no confidence, against on 
office bearer of Executive Council, on the agenda of 
Annual General Body Meeting/Extraordinary General 
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Body Meeting, the proposal shall have to be supported by 
onefifth of the total Members.

10.2. Vote of no confidence can be passed against any 
members(s) of the Executive Council by twothird majority 
in the General Body Meeting.

10.3. In case the vote of no confidence is passed against office 
bearer of the Executive Council, the General Body will 
make adhoc arrangements to run affairs of the Society.

Article 11: Attendance of Meetings 

If any member of the Executive Council/ Editorial Board or any 
Committee constituted by Executive Council or General Body 
does not attend three consecutive meetings of the respective body 
deliberately, he/she will lose his/her membership of the said body. 
The respective body will be empowered to fill that vacancy from 
amongst Members of the Society.

Article 12: Amendments in By-Laws

12.1. Any change in the By-laws may be made by a two third 
majority vote in a meeting of General Body.

12.2. General Body will be the supreme body and will have 
powers to make decisions with two third majority 
regarding any unforeseen matters that may not have been 
covered in these Bylaws.

Article 13: Publications of the Society

The regular technical publication of the Society will be known as 
“Pakistan Journal of Soil Science”. Special publications of the 
Society, duly approved by the Executive Council, may be 
published as and when required. Expenditure incurred on 
production of the Journal and other publications shall be approved 
by the Executive Council. The Executive Council may nominate 
any Member(s) for any other publication of the Society.
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Article 14: Editorial Board

14.1. Editorial Board of the Journal will comprise of an Editor-
in-Chief and Twelve (12) Editors, two of whom will be 
from abroad. All will be nominated by Executive Council. 
Members of Executive Council can not become Editorial 
Board Members. The Editors, except for Foreign Editors, 
must be Members of the Society.

14.2. In the interest of continuity of the Editorial Board, the tenures 
of Editorial Board Members will be arranged in such a way 
that after completing their 3-year terms, one-third Members 
of the Editorial Board will retire each year.

14.3. In case of any difficulty with regard to any member of the 
Board, the Executive Council may nominate new member(s) 
any time during the term, for rest of the period of the 
respective term.

14.4. Executive Council may decide to increase the number of 
Editors.

14.5. Invited papers at the Biennial Congresses of Soil Science as 
well as at General Body Meetings and other special occasions 
will be published in Pakistan Journal of Soil Science, after 
peer review. December issue of the Journal each year will 
publish names, with institutions, of: (i) Reviewers (in addition 
to Consulting Editors) during the year; (ii) Honorary 
Members; (iii) Fellows; and (iv) Any other Society award 
recipients.

Article 15: Website

The Society will have a website, depicting Executive Council, list of 
Members, Pakistan Journal of Soil Science, National Directory of 
Soil Scientists, Soil Science News, and Society By-laws, etc. 
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Article 16: Honors and Awards

In the interest of promoting the profession of Soil Science, the 
Society will recognize its outstanding Members by 
conferring the following honors and awards:

16.1. Honorary Membership of SSSP: As stated at Article 3.4.

16.2. Fellowship of SSSP: The Society shall have Fellows from 
amongst its Members and Life Members in recognition of 
their outstanding professional contributions and service to the 
Society. Total number of Fellows shall not, at any time, 
exceed twenty five (25) and the number of persons bestowed 
with Fellowship each year shall not exceed two (2).

16.2.1.Executive Council, through a constituted Committee, 
will identify prospective candidates for Fellowship. To 
be eligible for nomination to Fellowship, an individual 
must have been a Member, not in arrears of subscription, 
for at least ten (10) consecutive years. Executive 
Council will approve Fellowships. 

16.2.2.The Fellows shall be installed at the General Body 
Meeting or biennial Congress of Soil Science, and 
presented with a certificate and a plaque. Fellows of the 
Society may use the abbreviation 'FSSSP' as a suffix to 
their names.

16.3. Any other award, approved by the Executive Council.
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Prof. Dr. M. Osman Ghani (Founder President, 1958)

Past Presidents
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Past Presidents
Soil Science Society of Pakistan 

Mr. M. Alam Mian
1989– 90 

Mr. Habib-ur-Rehman
1993 – 94 

Mr. M. Tahir Saleem
1991-92

Dr. Khalid H. Gill
1995-96

Dr. M. Mohsin Iqbal
2001-02

Dr. Riaz H. Qureshi
1997-00

Mr. Hayat M. Bhatti
1980-83

Dr. M. Aslam Mian
1983-84

Mr. Dost M. Malik
1985-88

Dr. Nisar Ahmad

2003-04
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